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LESSON i
THE MOSAICAL PERIOD

REVIEW:
You remember that last time we learned how God created the world and all life. God also
established a simple form of religion in which He spoke to the fathers (Heb. 1:1) as the heads

of a family type religion.

We followed God's people, the Israelites, down to Mt. Sinai where they received a new law.
This law will be our study this time.

(Note to the Teacher: This is a long lesson, so make your details brief.)

INTRODUCTION:

. Our lesson this time will trace the law of Moses.
II. On our chart this is the 2nd part.

LESSON:

I. Mt. Sinai (Key your memory to the mountain and begin there. Also locate this for them on the
map.)

A. A religious law (Read Exodus 20. This scripture is on the chart.)

1. Verses 1-19 show us some religious provisions of this law.
2. These are commonly called "The Ten Commandments.”

B. Civil law (Exodus 21)

1. Many people don't realize that the Mosaic law had civil provisions in it also because it
had to serve as a complete guide for a whole nation of people.
2. Just to give a little flavor of this law, you might read:

a. Exodus 21:1-6 (the law's treatment of slaves)

b. Exodus 21:28,29 (personal liability faw)
(These readings shake the student loose from the idea that the Mosaic law was just

a religious law.)

C. A negative law, mainly

1. 613 commandments in all.
2. 245 were positive and 368 were negative.
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II. The Wilderness
A. Northward (Turn to map.)

Israel left Sinai after receiving its new law.
Went to Kadesh-Barnea just outside of Canaan.
12 spies sent out (one per tribe)

Gone 40 days.

PO

B. Their report (Numbers 13:27 - Read it.)

1. Returned telling of wonderful land.
2. Ten of spies said, "We can't conquer it."
3. Two faithful spies (Caleb & Joshua) urged that they could.

C. Punishment

1. The beople listened to the ten spies and disobeyed God's command to enter the
Promised Land.

2. They were condemned, therefore, to wander 40 years in the wilderness.
(One year for each day the spies were gone.)
---NUMBERS 13 & 14 TELLS THIS STORY. - - -
IIl. Joshua (His name on the chart reminds us of the following.)
A. Moses led Israel for 40 years while that rebellious generation died one by one.

B. Atthe end of 40 years Moses led them back around to the plains of Moab on the east of
the Jordan River, and there he delivered a series of sermons to them. In our Old
Testament these are known as the Book of Deuteronomy.

C. Then God took Moses up to a high mountain and let him see the Promised Land before he
died.

D. At Moses' death, Joshua took the leadership and led Israel in conquering the land of
Canaan in about 55 years of warfare.
- - - THE BOOK OF JOSHUA TELLS THIS STORY. - - -
IV. Judges

A. This period followed the conquest and lasted 355 years.

B. The tribes were rather loosely organized at this time, and the judges were great leaders
who arose from time to time to deliver them from periods of crisis.

C. Read Judges 2:11-186 to get the cycle which was repeated over and over again.
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1. The people sinned and their enemies cppressed them.
2. They cried to God and were delivered.
3. Then they forgot God and fell again.

V. Kings
A. Tired of judges (I Samuel 8:6 -- Read it.)

1. lsrael wanted to be ruled by a king like the other nations.
2. The rest of Chapter 8, however, gives God's warning through Samuel as to what will
happen to them if they disgbey God's wishes.

B. United Kingdom (Lasted 120 years in all)
1. Saul (I Samuel 15:22 - read)

a. Told to destroy the Amalekites.

b. Almost did but fell a little short.

¢. Samuel warns him that even this little deviation from God's will, spells serious
disobedience. (Read vs. 23 also.)

d. So Saul was rejected as king of Israel by God.

2. David

a. Was at first a man after God's own heart.
b. But David sinned, too, and disobeyed God in the matter of Bathsheba (Il Samuel
11:1-4).

3. Soclomon

a. Even Solomon (a wise king) disobeyed God when he ailowed his many wives to
turn his heart away from God.

b. But God inspired this same man to write the wise and meaningful words of
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon -- for example: "The end of the
matter; ail has been heard. Fear God, and keep his commandments; for this is the
whole’duty of man." Eccl. 12:13

VI. Divided Kingdom

A. Solomon dies in 931 B.C.
B. Rehoboam

1. Solomon's son and heir to the throne.
2. But he refuses to lighten the nation's load, and a revolt leaves him with only two tribes
which he forms into a tiny kingdom in the south known from now on as Judah.















