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LESSON 1
PATRIARCHAL PERIOD

INTRODUCTION:

THIS OUTLINE IS MERELY A SUGGESTION OF THE LESSON. IF YOU NEED TO CLEAR UP
THE STORY IN YOUR MIND, YOU CAN CHECK THE DETAILS BETWEEN GENESIS 1:1 AND
EXODUS 19.

[.  The Bible (Key your memory to this first object you hold in your hand.)

A. The Bible is:
1. Composed of 66 books which have been translated into about 1200 different
languages and dialects.
2. A book with 40 different authors, who range in occupation from shepherds to kings.
3. A book written over a 1500-year period; therefore, many of the authors never even
saw one another.
4. An amazing book, because its message is unified in spite of its great number of

authors and length of years used in composing it -- how else can we explain its
existence if it is not inspired by God?

B. The Bible answers three questions (that no other book does):

1.
2.
3.

Where did | come from?
Why am | here?
Where am | going?

lI. The Chart (This is the second object to which you may key your memory.)

A. This chart is not inspired; only the Bible is inspired.

B. The chart is a visual aid to help us follow the progress of Bible events.

C. Let's look over the whole chart generally. (You might as well do this now, or they will
wonder about it the rest of the lesson.)

1.
2.

This chart represents 3 periods of Bible history or 3 laws of the Bible.

Note that the first two are complete (indicating that they are laws of the past), but the

third is incomplete (meaning that we still live during this period before Christ has

returned to the earth to close it).

Tonight we will consider only:

a. Patriarchal (meaning "father-rule™)

b. Hebrews 1:1 (at the bottom) says that "God spoke to the fathers. . .," and hence
this was a very special kind of law and peried.

TRANSITION: Let us look at this first period in detail.
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I.  Creation (Key memory to first scripture.)

A. No better place to begin than the beginning, is there?

B. Theories about creation:

1.
2.

3.

One theory of the earth's origin is that it spun off the sun.

One theory of life says that it came from the sea millions of years ago, and has, by a
pracess of evolution, reached its present state.

Notice that none of these theories explain real origins; that is, they all begin with
something already in existence.

C. Genesis 1:1 answers our curiosity about creation. (Read it with them.)

1.
2.
3.

"In the beginning" - does not say exactly when.
"God" - the beginning force of all things.
"God created" - This is how our world got here and all its life.

D. Genesis 1:26 tells the story of man's creation in the image of God. (Read this with them.)

II. The Garden of Eden

A. We read that God put man in the garden of Eden (Gen. 2:8ff).

1.
2.

3.

We don't know where this spot was in our world.

Archaeologists have found in the area close to the Persian Guif some of the oldest
remains of civilization known to man. (Show on the map.)

This could have been the original spot for the garden of Eden; certainly the Tlgrxs and
Euphrates Rivers are there as described in Genesis 2:14. (Actually it doesn't make any
difference perhaps, but it is interesting to think about such possibilities.)

B. The fall (Gen. 3:1ff)

1.

2.

You remember the story of how man was to dress and keep this garden and was
forbidden to eat only from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

But when Satan came in the form of a serpent and tempted Eve, she ate of the fruit,
and Adam did tco.

For this sin, God cast them out of the garden.
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QUESTIONS:
a. "l don't see anything so wrong with eating a piece of fruit, do you?" (Wait for them
to answer - don't get in a hurry to do it for them.) "No," they say.
b. "Well, what then made the eating of this fruit so bad?" (Their answer should be
something like, "because God said not to eat it.")
c. "So God punished them for their deliberate discbedience, didn't He?" (Yes)

C. The punishment

1. First, God placed a curse on man (Gen. 3:14ff).
2. Second, God cast man out of the Garden (Gen. 3:24).

. Wickedness

A. This describes to us the wicked state into which mankind sank after the sin in the garden
of Eden.

B. In Genesis 4 we read the familiar story of Cain murdering his brother, Abel.

C. Then in Genesis 6:5 we read how wicked mankind became with the passing of years.

1. Read this passage with them.
2. Ask question, "It's pretty bad when the human race not only does evil, but thinks

nothing but evil thoughts, isn't it?"

(Keep them involved with you in the lesson by asking questions;
otherwise, the lesson becomes a monologue.)

IV. Noah

A. Things got so bad that God determined to destroy every living thing on earth; he seemed
to want to wipe the slate clean and start over again.

B. But God picked out a man named Noah to be saved.

1. The command was given to Noah to build an ark of gopher wood
(Genesis 6:14).
2. We read that Noah did all that God commanded him. (Genesis 6:22)

Questions: (to bring out the idea of obedience)
1. I'd like to stimulate your thinking just here by asking you a question or two.
2. God told Noah to make an ark 300 cubits long, didn't he? (Wait for the "yes)".)
3. And Noah did it all just like God said, didn't he? (According to Gen. 6:22 - wait for the
yes answer.)












